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Background Information: 
 
The Regulations Governing Approved Programs for Virginia Institutions of Higher Education require 
colleges and universities that offer programs for the preparation of professional educators to obtain 
continuing program approval from the Board of Education.  In Virginia, the review and approval of 
programs are viewed as the shared responsibility of institutions of higher education, school divisions, 
and the Department of Education.  Final approval rests with the Board of Education.  
 
The regulations define the standards that must be met and the review options available for the 
accreditation of teacher education programs.  The regulations provide three options for accreditation 
and program approval: 
 
1. a state review process for which the teacher education program must meet the standards 

established by Board of Education regulations;  
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2. the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) process for which 
 the teacher education program must meet the board’s teaching area requirements and the 
 NCATE standards; or  
 
3. the Teacher Education Accreditation Council (TEAC) process for which the teacher education 

program must meet the board’s teaching area requirements and the TEAC standards.   
 
In all three options, the institution hosts an on-site visit by a team of trained reviewers who develop a 
report of findings that is submitted to the Department of Education for review by the Advisory Board 
on Teacher Education and Licensure (ABTEL).  After a review of the report of findings, the Advisory 
Board makes a recommendation to the Board of Education for final action.  
 
Summary of Major Elements: 
 
In fall 2006, Lynchburg College was reviewed under the Board of Education process. The regulations 
set forth 20 standards in the following four categories:   
 

I. Program Design;  
II. Faculty;  
III. Candidates; and  
IV. Program Operation/Accountability.  

 
The review team makes a recommendation of “met” or “not met” for each of the 20 standards. In 
addition, the team makes a recommendation of “approval,” “approval with stipulations,” or “denial” 
for the teacher preparation program as a unit; and one of these three recommendations is made for each 
endorsement program offered by the institution. 
 
The following is a summary of results of the on-site review for Lynchburg College: 
  
Lynchburg College 
 
The review of the Lynchburg College undergraduate and graduate programs for teacher preparation 
and support personnel was conducted October 22-25, 2006, in accordance with the standards and 
procedures outlined in the Regulations Governing Approved Programs for Virginia Institutions of 
Higher Education. This was the first review conducted under these regulations.  
 
The team recommended “approval” for the Lynchburg College’s preparation programs.  As defined in 
the approved program regulations, a recommendation of “approval” is made when the professional 
education program and the endorsement areas are considered satisfactory. The review team cited 20 of 
20 standards as being met.  No weaknesses were cited. 
 
Lynchburg College offers programs in Elementary Education PreK-6, Foreign Language (French and 
Spanish), Art PreK-12, Health and Physical Education PreK-12, Music PreK-12 (Instrumental and 
Vocal), English, History and Social Science, Mathematics, Sciences, Special Education (Early 
Childhood Special Education, Emotional Disturbance K-12, Learning Disabilities K-12, Mental 
Retardation K-12), Algebra I (add-on), Administration and Supervision PreK-12,  and School 
Counselor PreK-12.  The total number of program completers for 2004-2005 was 24, and the total 
number of program completers for 2005-2006 was 40. 
 



At its April 23, 2007, meeting, the Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure recommended 
“approval” of the teacher education unit at Lynchburg College and “approval” of all endorsement 
programs with the exception of “approval with stipulations” for the endorsement areas of mathematics 
and music education.  The endorsement areas of mathematics and music education were recommended 
as approved with stipulations.   The regulations require that the endorsement programs must have at 
least 70 percent of candidates admitted within a two-year period pass Praxis II (subject area 
assessments).  For each of these programs (mathematics and music education), the college had two 
candidates, and the passing rate in these programs was 50 percent.   
 
Superintendent’s Recommendation: 
 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first review 
and approve ABTEL’s recommendation to grant continuing accreditation to the teacher education 
program at Lynchburg College and that the endorsement areas of mathematics and music education be 
approved with stipulations. 
 
Impact on Resources: 
 
Expenses incurred during on-site review of teacher education programs are funded by the host 
institution. 
 
Timetable for Further Review/Action: 
 
Reviews of teacher preparation programs in Virginia are conducted on a seven-year cycle.  Programs 
that do not meet standards for continuing accreditation are reviewed as needed.  Programs that meet 
standards for accreditation will be reviewed again on the established cycle. 
 
 
 
 


